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Cubism and its Influence

The Cubist movement lasted from 1907 until the begin-
ning of the First World War in 1914. As John Berger
writes in his new book Success and Failure of Picasso,
“....the Cubists were the last optimists in western art and
by the same token their work still represents the most
developed way of seeing yet achieved. This very
optimism, he suggests, is the underlying reason for the
lack of appreciation of the achievements of the Cubists,
‘because of our overpowering sense of insecurity’. How-
ever, if art is to return to a new classical formality it is to
Cubism that the next serious innovators are bound to
return’.

Although the basic Cubist movement was short lived,
followed by the Dadaism and Surrealism which so aptly
expressed the post-war era, Sir Herbert Read records,
‘long after the artists concerned had abandoned the style
or transformed it, it persisted as an influence . . . The
consequences of one individual act of perspection were
and remain incalculable’. The individual to whom he
refers of course, is Picasso, who with Braque painted
the great cubist masterpieces. Both these artists are
represented in the exhibition which although not a

complete historical survey includes examples of most of
the important artists of the period and their followers.
Itis a matter of great historic interest that other movements,
parallel in date and dynamic to Cubism, were investigating
similar problems of form although they may not have been
influenced by it. These include Vorticism in England,
Futurism in Italy, and the important experiments which
took place in Russia before or during the early days of the
revolution.

Thus, it is interesting to compare the work of Boccioni or
Severini with the French Cubists, the stylistic manner of
Wyndham Lewis and William Roberts with the Futurists,
and examples of Malevich, Popova and Larianov with
western European work of the period.

The exhibition also casts a wide net to indicate the
general influence of Cubism. This can be seen in paintings
by such artists as Kandinsky, Chagall and Schwitters.
Whilst amongst the sculptors the work of the important
Czech Cubist artist Gutfreund is of exceptional interest.
In addition work by younger painters and sculptors from
different parts of the world have been included as a record
of the abiding influence to which Sir Herbert Read refers.
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