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A domain of the spirit

These paintings impose their presence: they exist in their own right.
They do not force our attention but invite us to enter their world.

Hardly have we glanced at the canvases and we are already within

their sphere of influence, thinking of nothing else. The pleasure of

being there fills us to the brim. In front of these paintings all problems
disappear, thank God! It would be quite useless to attempt to

classify an achievement of this kind among the successive varieties

of contemporary art, where intrinsic value gives place to mere novelty,
and the eye retains nothing that will last. So let us look at these paintings

with no thought but for their own reality.

| hesitated long before writing this preface. There is evidence here of a
powerful temperament, and comment will add nothing, quite the

reverse: it may even take the edge off the surprise of the first encounter.
But such is the custom that written word precedes the work of the
painter: may mine be as discreet as possible and let it, at every

instant, invite the reader to take leave of it and look at these paintings.
What a poet can say about a painter is nothing else but a symbolic
transposition of a purely material language. True, these pictures

have titles: but even they hesitate to tie down or define. All extra-pictorial

or metaphysical dreaming would be on one’s own account.
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Creation of the Rose













London 1947
London 1957
Rome 1952
London 1953
New York 1954
Milan 1957
Paris 1960

London 1950-2
Milan 1955

Jan Le Witt was born in Poland. He settled in England
before the war and became a British citizen in 1947,

He now works in London and Paris.

Painting was always his true vocation and yet years

elapsed before he could devote himself entirely to it.

Among his various artistic activities, he has designed
decors and costumes for the Sadlers Wells’ Ballet
Company, tapestries for Tabard at Aubusson and

glass sculptures in Venice.

One-man shows:

Zwemmer Gallery

Hanover Gallery

Galleria San Marco

Zwemmer Gallery

Associated American Artists

Galleria Apollinaire

Galleria Lacloche

Exhibitions:

Contemporary Art Society, Tate Gallery

Premio Lissone

Works in the Musée National d'Art Moderne, Paris;
National Museum, Jerusalem; The British Council,
and in public and private collections in Great Britain,

France, Italy, Canada, Israel, U.S.A. and South America.



Painting is a conspiracy of the mysterious
and the miraculous, aided and abetted

by profound instinct, immanent truth and
noble gesture; an autonomous reality
predominantly sensuous, founded by the
senses for the senses.

My paintings are the mirrors of my forces
where my songs, dreams and constellations
are captive. Here | am celebrating the
mysteries of absence that miraculously
become a presence.

| wouldn't rob nature of any of its precious
mysteries. | would rather contribute one

more to it.

Reflections on Art Jan Le Witt



The Directors of the Grosvenor Gallery wish
to thank Monsieur Pierre Emmanuel for
kindly allowing his essay on Jan Le Witt

to be reproduced in this catalogue.
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