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Grosvenor Vadehra are pleased to present; M.F Husain, Paintings 
and Drawings, Works from a Private Collection, the first solo 
gallery exhibition of the artist’s work in London since 2006. 
 
Maqbool Fida Husain first became well-known as an artist in the 
late 1940s. In 1947, he joined the Bombay Progressive Artists’ 
Group, founded by Francis Newton Souza. This clique of young 
artists wished to break with the nationalist traditions established 
by the Bengal school of art and to encourage an Indian avant-garde, 
engaged at an international level. 
 
In 1952, his first solo exhibition was held at Zürich and over the 
next few years, his work was widely seen in Europe and U.S. In 
1955, he was awarded the prestigious Padma Shree prize by the 
Government of India, and is known as a an artist, poet and film-
maker, whose 1967 film Through the Eyes of a Painter won 1st prize 
at the Golden Bear Awards in Berlin.  Known internationally as the 
‘Picasso of India’, his is a name that during his lifetime was rarely 
out of the spotlight. 
 
The exhibition consists of works from an important private 
collection, acquired directly from the artist over the course of many 
years. 
 

 



While Husain’s interest in Indian cultural traditions is clearly 
relevant to his art it is not what marks him out as an outstanding 
painter. Husain’s predilection for mythological subject matter 
means that for the most part he has been a narrative painter. The 
ability to tell a story in a single image requires particular skills and 
Husain excels at them.  
 
From the reflective mood of Nude Women Abstract to the energy 
and terror of Wounds, it is clear that Husain has a masterful grip on 
the pictorial elements of line, colour and form and an ability to 
convey a range of emotions convincingly. But to paint narratives an 
artist also needs an acute sense of imagination and composition.  
 
In his most ambitious works the positioning of figures in relation 
to one another and the space and objects around them is often 
startlingly complex but rarely confused. Indeed it is through this 
complexity that his paintings often gain the extraordinary 
narrative richness that has marked Husain out as a major figure. 
 
It often used to be said that Husain was the only artist among the 
post-Independence generation who had an international 
reputation. While there are now others joining him on that stage, it 
is worth reflecting on what that means.  
 
To have such a position suggests not merely that audiences in 
other countries know Husain’s work, but that they find it relevant. 
There is an irony in this, as Husain is also the one artist commonly 
identified as engaging most closely with what is called the 
‘indigenous’ culture of India, and may therefore be considered the 
least international in subject matter.  
 
 
 



 
Ultimately, however, such ranking of individuals is a diversion. What 
matters and all that most artists want is for their work to be looked 
at without preconception or prejudice.  
 
For a long time modern art from India had a low profile in Britain 
and there were many reasons for this, some to do with the 
individuals involved, some cultural and some historic. Perhaps, as 
the world changes and new histories are written, a new audience is 
emerging. 

Still from Through the Eyes of a Painter, 1967 



1. Untitled 
Pen and ink on paper 
22 ½ x 15in. 



2. Deepak Raag, 1977 
Oil on canvas 
55 x 75in. 



3. Untitled (River Scenes)  
Pencil on paper 
15 x 22in. 
 
4. Untitled (Hilltop Shrines) 
Pencil on paper 
15 x 22in. 



5. Untitled (River and Mountain)  
Pen and ink on paper 
15 x 22in. 
 
6. Untitled (Village) 
Pen and ink on paper 
15 x 22in. 



7. Untitled (Town sketches)  
Pen and ink on paper 
14 x 9 ½ in. 
 
8. Untitled (Middleton Street) 
Pen and ink on paper 
14 x 12in. 



9. Cow and Umbrella 
Pen and ink on paper 
17 ½ x 15in. 





12. Untitled (Mother and Child 
with Bull and Lamp) 
Pen and ink on paper 
15 x 11in. 

10. Untitled (Water-carrier)  
Acrylic on paper 
10 ½ x 14 ½ in. 
 
11. Untitled (Laden Cart) 
Acrylic on paper 
10 ½ x 14 3/8 in. 



Husain at The Grosvenor Gallery, 2006 



Husain at The Grosvenor Gallery, Tate Britain and in his London Studio, 2006 



13. Untitled (Labour Day, 1980)  
Acrylic on paper 
15 x 11 in. 
 
14. Untitled 
Pen and ink on paper 
14 x 11 in. 
 



15. Untitled (Figures with Deities)  
Acrylic on paper 
12 ½ x 10 ½ in. 



16. Untitled (Woman Sweeping) 
Acrylic on paper 
14 3/8 x 10 ½ in. 



17. Untitled (Couple on a bicycle) 
Acrylic on paper 
12 ½ x 10 ½ in. 



18. Untitled (Head Study), 1979 
Pencil on paper 
11 ½ x 8 ½ in. 



19. Untitled (Academics) 
Acrylic on paper 
12 ½ x 10 ½ in. 



Husain at work in his studio 



20. Horse 
Acrylic on paper 
8 x 12 in. 



21. Untitled, (Standing Figure) 
Pen and ink on paper 
11 x 8 ½ in. 



22, Art and Technology, 1982 
Pen and ink on paper 
15 x 10 in. 



23. Untitled  
(Sketches of China), 1984 
Pen and ink on paper 
8 x 5 in. 

24. Untitled (Director’s Chair) 
Pen and ink on paper 
8 x 5 in. 



25. Untitled (Still Life with Chair and Tree), 2000 
Watercolour on paper 
16 ½ x 12 ½ in. 



26. Untitled (Galloping Horses) 
Acrylic and ink on paper 
11 ½ x 16 ½ in. 



27. Untitled (Peacock) 
Pen and ink on paper 
11 ½ x 16 ½ in. 



28. Untitled (15 May 1995)  
Pen and ink on paper 
8 ½ x 14 ½ in. 
 
29. Untitled (Figures), 2000 
Acrylic, pen and ink on 
paper,  11 x 15 in. 

30. Untitled (Husain at 88)  
Acrylic on paper 
11 x 14 3/8 in. 
 
31. Untitled  
(Figures with Sun and Moon, 87/88) 
Pen and ink on paper, 6 ½ x 11 in. 
 
 





32. 33. 34. 35.  
Untitled (Female Studies 1, 2, 3 & 4) 
Pen and ink on paper 
5 x 7 ½ in. (each) 



36. Untitled, 1995 
Pen and ink on paper 
13 ½ x 8 ½ in. 

37. Untitled (Standing Woman)  
Pen and ink on paper 
21 ½ x 14in. 



38. Untitled (Peacock with 
Sun) 
Pen and ink on paper 
16 ½ x 11 ½ in. 

39. Untitled (Camel)  
Pen and ink on paper 
11 ½ x 9 in. 



40. Untitled (Leopard) 
Pen and ink on paper 
15 x 11in. 



“If you work to gain success, it will never come. You 
should defy success. That’s why you have to keep on 
breaking your image, the moment you become 
popular.” 
 
M.F Husain 



41. Untitled, 1984 
Watercolour on paper 
22 x 30 in. 



42. Untitled (One for the Doll, 
One for the Child), 2005 
Pen and ink on paper 
15 x 11in. 

43. Untitled  
Pen and ink on paper 
7 x 10 in. 



44. Untitled (Tendulkar), 
2005 
Pencil on paper 
11 x 14 in. 

45. Untitled (Kukunoor’s Iqbal), 2005 
Pen and ink on paper 
16 ½ x 12 in. 



46. Untitled (Horses) 
Pen and ink on printed 
image, 10 x 15in. 

47. Untitled (Fish and Ducks), 1995 
Pen and ink on printed image 
11 x 16 ½ in. 



48. Untitled (Dhobai Bai), 2005 
Acrylic and pen and ink on paper 
12 x 16 ½ in. 



M.F Husain with Krishen Khanna and Ram Kumar 



49. Untitled (Figures with Tiger) 
Acrylic on canvas 
24 x 36 in. 



50. Untitled 
Pen and ink on paper 
11 ½ x 8 ½ in. 
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